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CHALLENGE 2:
September 29-November 2

THE ISSUE

Lack of electricity in Africa remains one of the 
biggest barriers to the region’s development and 
prosperity, and continues to trap millions of people 
in extreme poverty. Nearly seven out of ten people 
living in sub-Saharan Africa do not have access 
to electricity or modern energy sources. That 
means no refrigeration for vaccines that could 
save millions of lives each year. It means that an 
entire generation of students does not have access 
to modern-day educational resources. It means 
no central banking system or modern public 
transportation. It means huge health and safety 
risks-especially for women and girls. 

Without affordable access to power, businesses 
cannot grow, jobs cannot be created, and poverty 
cannot be eliminated. But many ONE Campus 
members already know that, because you 
campaigned on it last year. 

We’ve come a long way since ONE launched its 
new campaign around energy poverty in June 
2013. This past May, the House of Representatives 
passed the Electrify Africa Act—the House 
version of the bill that will help African leaders 
provide electricity to millions of people at no 
expense to US taxpayers—thanks largely in part to 
the advocacy efforts of ONE Campus members. 
Now the U.S. Senate is considering its counterpart 
version of the bill, the Energize Africa Act (S. 
2508). Getting this bill passed in the Senate is a 
critical last step to getting this bill written into law. 

And that’s where challenge 2 comes in…

The Home Stretch

June 2013

Oct 2013

ONE launches its energy poverty 
campaign for the first time. ONE is 
a pioneer among the international 

development community on the 
issue of energy access in Africa.

ONE Campus hosts its first challenge 
around energy. ONE Campus chapters 
hold study sessions in the dark to take 

action for the millions of African students 
who are unable to study after dark.

April 2014
ONE Campus chapters across the 

country hold “lights out” classroom 
presentations in the dark and 

generate more than 2,000 letters.

May 2014
The Electrify Africa Act passes in the 

House of Representatives.

June 2014
The Energize Africa Act is introduced 

in the Senate.

July 2014
ONE launches “The Power Project,” a 

national campaign to generate 50,000 
personalized messages to the Senate.

Fall 2014
ONE’s final push to get an energy bill 

passed and signed into law before the 
new Congress takes office in 2015.

TIM
ELIN

E

http://www.one.org/us/2014/04/22/carthage-college-wins-one-campus-power-project-challenge/
http://www.one.org/us/shareworthy/we-did-it-the-electrify-africa-act-passed/


CHALLENGE 2: THE HOME STRETCH 2

THE CHALLENGE

We’re in the home stretch, but the clock is ticking: we’re running out of time to get the 
Energize Africa Act passed under the current Congress. We urgently need to recruit U.S. 
Senators to co-sponsor this bill THIS YEAR if we want to get it passed before a new Congress 
comes into office. If not, we’ll have to start the process all over again. 

And while politics may be tough, living in energy poverty is tougher. We must make our 
voices heard so that U.S. Senators don’t let politics or distractions get in the way of bringing 
electricity to 50 million people in Africa for the first time. 

Your challenge? Cut above the noise. It’s the eleventh hour for the current Congress to 
pass this lifesaving legislation, and we’re not getting any younger. Do whatever it takes to 
get your Senator to co-sponsor the Energize Africa Act. Run a campaign on your campus 
that your Senator can’t ignore.

We’re talking outside-the-box, whatever-it-takes tactics that will get our US Senators’ 
attention, with a particular emphasis on:

 Grasstop advocacy. The grasstops are the people in your community who have 
influence over a group of people and therefore hold even more weight when advocating 
to an elected leader. Think professors, deans, and the heads of prominent clubs on 
campus. 

 Local media coverage. When the media covers a campaign’s story, the campaign can 
grow its reach in leaps and bounds.

 Face-to-face advocacy. Get in front of your Senator to make your message heard.
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CAMPAIGN ACTIONS

1 Community sign-on letter. 

Work together as a chapter to get leaders and groups from your campus and surrounding community to sign on 
to your ONE chapter’s energy poverty letter (how-to and sign-on letter contained in this toolkit). Who are the power 
players on your campus and in your community? Get your school’s student organizations, academic departments, 
and athletic teams to sign on. Get your deans, school president, and professors to add their names.  Ask the heads 
of local community businesses and organizations to sign on. 

Build momentum for your sign-on letter by tweeting, posting, and emailing updates of who’s signed your chapter’s 
letter in real-time. The more groups and influential individuals that add their name, the more powerful your sign-on 
letter to your Senator will be. 

Don’t rely on just one person to generate all the names for your sign-on letter — divvy up the work as a chapter. Try 
having each member of your ONE chapter come up with at least five influential individuals or groups that they can 
get to sign on to your letter. Then, check back in as each person gains signatures for the letter and compile them 
all in one document.

Once you’re done, mail your school’s completed sign-on letter to your ONE Campus Manager (Jennifer.Fraser@
one.org or Gordon.Wong@one.org) by 11/3. We’ll deliver it to Capitol Hill and make sure your Senator sees it.

2 Media echo chamber. 

Get your local newspapers, news stations, and/or radio stations to highlight your ONE chapter’s work on energy 
poverty and the urgent opportunity that Energize Africa presents.

 Submit a Letter to the Editor to local papers and push them to get published. [200 POINTS PER LTE 
PUBLISHED].

 Meet with local media. Schedule a 15-30 minute meeting with a local reporter from your campus or 
surrounding community. Think of your school newspaper editor, a reporter from your school’s town, or a show 
host from your school’s radio station. Tell the reporter about your ONE chapter and “pitch” a story about your 
chapter’s work on Energize Africa to him/her. Not only will this help you get a media hit, but it will also develop 
a relationship between your ONE chapter and local media sources—something that can yield long-term 
benefits for your group. [100 POINTS PER MEETING, 200 POINTS PER MEDIA PLACEMENT].

 Organize an on-campus press event. Host a reception on campus and invite the students, professors, on-
campus organizations, and local business leaders who added their names to your sign-on letter to attend. 
Then, invite local reporters from your campus and community. Serve refreshments, have a table where you 
can collect petition signatures or handwritten letters, show the 4-minute video of Prakrit’s Story, and arrange 
for 3-4 speakers to give short remarks about ONE, energy poverty, the opportunity that the Energize Africa Act 
presents, and your ONE chapter’s work around this important issue. See the guide at the end of this toolkit for 
more ideas on hosting a press event.

3 “Bird Dog” your Senator.

It’s election season, and that means your Senator will be in his/her home state for much of the month of October. 
Take advantage of this unique opportunity by researching where he/she will be appearing publicly in your state. 
This information can usually be found by calling the Senator’s office or through an online search. Look out for 
scheduled public speeches, town hall events, and meet-and-greet sessions. Then show up. 

Wear your ONE t-shirts and take every opportunity you have to tell your Senator about the Energize Africa Act and 
ask him/her to co-sponsor. Be sure to take a picture with him/her if you get the chance, and always report back to 
your ONE Campus Manager on how it went.

file:///Users/jenniferking/Documents/ONE/ONE_Campus_0814/Jennifer.Fraser@one.org%20
file:///Users/jenniferking/Documents/ONE/ONE_Campus_0814/Jennifer.Fraser@one.org%20
file:///Users/jenniferking/Documents/ONE/ONE_Campus_0814/Gordon.Wong@one.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QqbZedgAeTY
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THE PRIZE

You’ll be judged on how creatively you execute this challenge, how thoroughly you executed all three core 
components of the challenge (sign-on letter, media, and face-to-face advocacy), the number of advocacy  
actions you generate throughout your campaign, and ultimately your ability to move your targeted Senator 
to co-sponsor the Energize Africa Act. The top school will earn their choice of a ONE pop-up tent OR custom 
custom-made, campus-specific ONE t-shirts exclusively for their ONE chapter.

BONUS POINTS

We’re giving 2,500 bonus points to every participating ONE chapter who gets their Senator to co-sponsor the 
Energize Africa Act during Challenge 2. That means you may want to team up with other ONE chapters in your 
state—because if your state’s U.S. Senator co-sponsors, each of you will get 2,500 bonus points.

We’re also awarding 4,000 bonus points to the top three schools who execute this challenge most thoroughly 
according to the criteria mentioned above, regardless of whether or not their Senator has co-sponsored.

KEY FACTS

Fast facts:

70% 60% 90M 30% 50%
NEARLY

of the population of
sub-Saharan Africa
do not have access
to electricity.

of refrigerators in
sub-Saharan Africa
do not have reliable
power, putting
vaccines at risk.

children in Africa go 
to primary schools 
without electricity 
and most do not 
have lighting to do
their homework
after dark.

of health facilities in
sub-Saharan Africa
do not have access
to electricity.

of surveyed African
businesses cite
current electricity
provision as a major
constraint to growth.

THE POWER PROJECT
Sign up. Speak out .

What is life like without power?

It’s a shocking fact, but 70% of people in sub-Saharan Africa don’t have access to electricity. 
This issue is repeatedly cited by Africans as a top concern because:

Mothers give 
birth in hospitals 
without power.

Life-saving 
vaccines can’t 
be refrigerated.

Students can’t
study at night
without candles
or flashlights.

Families cook 
on toxic indoor 
open fires.

Streets aren’t
safe for women
and children
after dark.

1. 2. 3. 4. 5.

Use your power to help countries in Africa deliver electricity to 50 million people for the first time.

Access to reliable and affordable energy is the key to accelerating
poverty alleviation and critical to rapid economic growth.

Farmers lose
their harvest
to spoilage

6.

Without reliable access to electricity…
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ABOUT ENERGY POVERTY

ONE’s energy poverty campaign comes as a direct 
response to the needs and wants of Africans on the 
continent. More than two dozen African nations have 
committed to the goal of providing universal energy 
access by 2030 so that people living in rural and urban 
areas are lifted out of poverty and can benefit from 
strong economic growth.

Lack of electricity impacts people’s lives in at least five 
major ways, with a disproportionately negative impact 
on women and girls:

 Poor healthcare:  Electricity access is crucial for 
the storage of vaccines, anti-retroviral and other 
lifesaving medical drugs, as well as the operation 
of modern lifesaving medical equipment. Yet 30% 
of health facilities in sub-Saharan Africa, which 
serve an estimated 255 million people, are without 
electricity.

 Stifled Economic Growth:  It’s very difficult to 
start a business or expand an existing one without 
a reliable source of electricity.  According to survey 
data, reliable energy access is a bigger concern 
than corruption, access to capital, or sufficiently 
trained labor.

 Toxic fumes: Each year, there are more than 3 
million worldwide premature respiratory deaths, 
many of them women and girls who were exposed 
to the toxic smoke of indoor open fires and kerosene 
for cooking, heating, and lighting. That’s more 
deaths than malaria and HIV/AIDS combined. 

 Limited or no education:  Without power, students 
are unable to study after dark. In many places, 
women and girls are forced to spend hours each day 
in the time-consuming task of hunting for fuel, often 
a key reason why girls spend less time in school 
than boys.  And 90 million children in sub-Saharan 
Africa attend schools that lack electricity.

 Lack of safety:  Without streetlights, telephones, or 
other means of communication, women and girls 
are particularly vulnerable after dark.

ABOUT THE ENERGIZE AFRICA ACT OF 2014

On June 24, 2014, the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee reported out S. 2508, the Energize Africa 
Act, introduced by Senators Bob Menendez (D-NJ) and 
Bob Corker (R-TN), the Chairman and Ranking Member 
of the committee. The bill is the Senate version of H.R. 
2548, the Electrify Africa Act, introduced by House 
Foreign Affairs Chairman Royce (R-CA) and Ranking 
Member Engel (D-NY). H.R. 2548 passed the House of 
Representatives in May 2014, by a vote of 297-117.  
one.org/us/energypoverty

Statement of U.S. Policy: S. 2508 declares that it 
is the policy of the United States to partner with the 
governments of sub-Saharan African countries, the 
private sector, and others to:

 Promote first-time electricity access for at least 50 
million people by 2020; 

 Encourage the installation of at least 20,000 
additional megawatts of electrical power using a 
broad mix of energy options; 

 Promote reliable, affordable, and sustainable power 
in urban areas to promote economic growth and job 
creation; 

 Promote financing to provide electrical service to 
rural and underserved populations; 

 Encourage the necessary in-country reforms to 
make expansion of power access possible; 

  Encourage reforms of power production, delivery 
and pricing, as well as regulatory reforms and 
transparency, to support long-term, market-based 
power-generation and distribution; 

 Promote policies to displace kerosene lighting with 
other technologies; and 

 Promote an all-of-the-above energy development 
strategy. 

Budgetary Impact: The Congressional Budget Office 
estimates that S. 2508 will save the United States $135 
million over the next five years.

one.org/us/energypoverty
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What is a sign-on letter? 

A sign-on letter is a letter to an elected leader to which several collective groups and influential individuals add their 
name to show their organization’s support for a particular cause or action. These groups don’t actually “sign” the 
letter, but rather they provide permission to let you put their name and title (or the name of their organization) at the 
end of the letter. Sign-on letters are a hugely effective way to influence an elected leader. 

For your ONE Campus sign-on letter, here are some examples of the types of groups and individuals you should 
invite to sign-on:

The lacrosse team

The community service club

Your school’s acapella group

A residence hall on campus

The African Studies department

Your class dean

Political Science Professor

The owner of a popular coffee 
shop near campus

The pastor of a local church

The local mayor

The owner of a local car dealership

The head of the Chamber of 
Commerce

Your school’s state party chairs

Signee contact info

Please be sure to gather the name, title, zip code, email address, and phone number of each person who signs on 
to the letter (simply have each signer fill out the fields included at the bottom of the sample letter, and then send it 
to your ONE Campus Manager so that ONE HQ has a complete list of everyone who has signed on). We’ll print the 
letter and add the names, titles, and mailing addresses of the people you got to sign on, and then our staff will hand-
deliver it to your Senator and make sure he/she sees it. You must send this list of signee contact information to your 
ONE Campus Manager in order to receive points for this action.

You and your ONE chapter can use language from the following sample letter/email for 
your outreach inviting individuals and groups from your campus community to sign on. 

Sign-On Letter Resources

Dear [XX],

I am a part of the ONE chapter at [INSERT SCHOOL NAME]: a global, non-profit advocacy organization working to 
fight extreme poverty and preventable disease. We are currently campaigning for increased access to energy in 
Africa, recognizing that access to reliable and affordable energy is key to accelerating poverty alleviation and critical 
to rapid economic growth. 

We’ve reached a critical point in making this goal a reality: This past May, the House of Representatives passed the 
Electrify Africa Act--the House version of the bill that will help African leaders provide electricity to millions of people 
at no expense to US taxpayers. Now, The U.S. Senate is considering its counterpart version of the bill, the Energize 
Africa Act (S. 2508). Getting this bill passed in the Senate is a critical last step to getting this bill written into law. We 
need your help to ensure that our school’s Senators support this legislation.

I am asking you, as an influential member of the community, to sign on to a letter to [SEN XX], urging support for the 
Energize Africa Act, a bill with strong bipartisan support that would provide electricity to 50 million people in sub-
Saharan Africa for the first time. This letter will be delivered to the Senator’s office during the month of November. 

Will you add your name to this letter in support of this life-saving legislation? 

We appreciate your valuable time and your willingness to join in this fight. Your voice will truly make a difference.

Sincerely,

[XXX]

SAMPLE EMAIL/LETTER OUTREACH

http://www.one.org/us/shareworthy/we-did-it-the-electrify-africa-act-passed/
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Dear Senator [XXX], 

It’s a shocking fact, but 70% of people in sub-Saharan Africa don’t have access to electricity. Access to reliable 
and affordable energy is the key to accelerating poverty alleviation and critical to rapid economic growth. More than 
two dozen African nations have committed to the goal of providing universal energy access by 2030 so that people 
living in rural and urban areas are lifted out of poverty and can benefit from strong economic growth.

Lack of electricity impacts people’s lives in at least five major ways, with a disproportionately negative impact on 
girls and women: 

Poor healthcare: In sub-Saharan Africa, 30% of health facilities do not have any electricity – they cannot store 
vaccines and lifesaving drugs, nor can they operate essential lifesaving medical equipment like incubators and 
x-ray machines. 

Stifled Economic Growth: According to survey data of African businesses, reliable energy access is a bigger 
concern than corruption, access to capital, or sufficiently trained labor. 

Toxic fumes: Each year, there are more than 3 million worldwide premature deaths from exposure to the toxic 
smoke of indoor open fires and kerosene for cooking, heating, and lighting. That’s more deaths than malaria and 
HIV/AIDS combined. 

Limited or no education: 90 million children in sub-Saharan Africa attend schools that lack electricity. In many 
places, women and girls are forced to spend hours each day in the time-consuming task of hunting for fuel, 
often a key reason why girls spend less time in school than boys. 

Lack of safety: Without streetlights, telephones, or other means of communication, women and girls are 
particularly vulnerable after dark.

We are writing to ask you to cosponsor S. 2508, the Energize Africa Act and work to pass the bill this year. 

Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman Bob Menendez (D-NJ), Ranking Member Bob Corker (R-TN) and 
Sens. Coons, Markey, Isakson, and Johanns introduced this bi-partisan bill, which seeks to reduce poverty, improve 
health and education, and bolster economic growth in Africa by ramping up U.S. involvement in promoting first-time 
access to electricity for at least 50 million people in sub-Saharan Africa. According to the Congressional Budget 
Office, this bill would actually save the federal government $135 million over the next five years. 

Similar bipartisan legislation, H.R. 2548, the Electrify Africa Act, was recently passed in the House by a bipartisan vote. 
Both bills represent a new approach to development aid that leverages the private sector to assist the world’s poorest. 

Please prioritize this lifesaving legislation and help make sure 50 million people in Africa get electricity for the very first time.

Sincerely,

We need your voice as we work to increase access to energy in Africa and help millions 
of people lift themselves out of extreme poverty.  If you are willing to lend your voice to 
the letter below, which will be sent to your local Senator, please fill out and submit the 
attached form below this letter.

Sign-On Letter

Full name with title/organization and mailing address

Full name with title/organization and mailing address

Full name with title/organization and mailing address

Full name with title/organization and mailing address

Full name with title/organization and mailing address

Full name with title/organization and mailing address

Full name with title/organization and mailing address

Full name with title/organization and mailing address
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SAMPLE LETTER TO THE EDITOR

See our Letter to the Editor resource guide for instructions on getting one published. 

Step 1  Find an article with a natural hook. Examples include pieces about investments in Africa, US-Africa 
relations, and global poverty.

Step 2 Write your LTE within 1-2 days of the article and submit via the online contact information.

Here’s a sample, assuming the original article was about poverty (feel free to put in your own “voice”):

Dear Sir or Madam:

Regarding your [DATE] story, “[STORY TITLE HERE],” some might be surprised to learn that 
extreme poverty worldwide has actually been cut in half over the past two decades. There are 
a lot of reasons for this, but continued American foreign assistance and global investments 
are a big part of the story. In fact, the US has a huge opportunity at the moment to dramatically 
improve and save millions of lives in sub-Saharan Africa by tackling the issue of energy poverty. 
The Senate should follow the US House’s lead and pass the Energize Africa Act, which would 
help African governments bring electricity access to 50 million people for the very first time. If 
you think about it, nearly everything requires energy: factories, farms, hospitals, schools, and 
businesses. But in sub-Saharan Africa, nearly 600 million people – that’s 70% of the population 
– lacks reliable energy access. 

I’m a member of The ONE chapter at [SCHOOL NAME HERE]. ONE is a global poverty-fighting 
organization co-founded by U2’s Bono that has been one of the most active groups pushing for 
this bill. Their website, ONE.org, makes it easy for anyone to send a message to their Senators 
urging passing of the Energize Africa Act. One of the bill’s most remarkable features is that 
it incurs zero cost to American taxpayers because of the way it leverages the private sector. 
The Congressional Budget Office even found that it will make money for the US over time. This 
new paradigm of foreign assistance is a win-win: we can save lives and promote prosperity for 
millions of people abroad and save money here at home. Our only enemy is apathy.

Kind regards, 

NAME

CITY

ONE Member, [SCHOOL]

http://onecampus.s3.amazonaws.com/resources/downloads/OCC%20Tool%20Kit%20-%20write%20a%20letter.pdf
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GUIDE TO PITCHING A REPORTER

Follow these six steps to set up your reporter meeting and pitch your Energize Africa story to 
him/her.

1 Before you pitch a reporter, whether from an 
on-campus newspaper or a local TV studio, 
research the types of stories they have covered 
before.  Are they human interest stories? Crime? 
Entertainment?  It is important to identify reporters 
who cover human interest, humanitarian, or 
political beats for ONE’s purposes.

2 Create a media list of reporters to whom you’d like 
to reach out.

3 Send a friendly email to reporters introducing 
yourself, ONE, and highlighting any events coming 
up/the current energy poverty campaign.  Be sure 
to direct them to ONE.org for more information.  
Phone calls work as well, but it is usually a little 
harder to present information in an organized 
manner when cold calling.

4 To set up a meeting, it is perfectly acceptable to 
see if the reporter would be available for coffee to 
discuss upcoming events/the current campaign, 
or to invite reporters to an appropriate ONE 
campus event (see below).

5 To pitch your story about the Energize Africa 
Act, be sure to outline the Who, What, Where, 
When, Why of the story, being sure to emphasize 
the WHY.  Before pitching, it is always helpful to 
reflect on WHY your event, human interest story, 
etc. is newsworthy or interesting.  Maybe your ONE 
chapter is new on campus and gathered over 100 
handwritten letters in support of Energize Africa. 
Maybe one of your ONE chapter’s members grew 
up in another part of the world living without 
electricity. Whatever it is, just remember to think: 
What is the angle? Why is your event or story 
different than others?  

6 Familiarize yourself with local papers/TV 
broadcasts/college papers to get a feel for the 
types of stories they cover, how they cover your 
college or university, and what stories are written 
about other on-campus organizations.

Sending the first email or making the first call is always 
the hardest part; soon, you’ll be on your way!
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PRESS EVENT GUIDE

If you want to have a press conference or media availability where reporters can have a 
chance to interview individuals in your campus chapter or an individual who is central to 
your event (a professor, maybe a local celebrity), it is important to take the following steps:

1 Decide what the “hook” is.  Why will media care 
about your event and what is the central story?  
You should work this “hook” into all talking points, 
press inquiries, etc. 

2 Curate a media list of top local and campus 
reporters who have covered events/stories similar 
to yours.  Gather their email addresses and phone 
numbers if possible.

3 Determine a spokesperson.  This person will be 
in charge of speaking with any media at the event 
or presser.  It should be the chapter leader, or the 
central figure to the event.

4 Develop talking points, or your top 3-5 points 
that you want to be sure to convey to the reporter.  
Have the spokesperson commit these to memory. 
Note: talking points are often just a brief phrase or 
sentence capturing your top line message

5 Send a media advisory or simple press release 
out to press a few days to a week before.  Sending 
this too far ahead will cause it to get lost in inboxes 
or forgotten.

6 Place follow-up calls to the reporters/news 
outlets where you send the media advisory to be 
sure that they received it, and to ask if they have 
any questions. 

7 When in doubt—ask a member of the ONE campus 
team and ONE’s press coordinator Julie.Eckert@
one.org about messaging, proper etiquette, etc.

8 Arrange a quiet space at your event where it will 
be easy for media to talk to spokespeople or invite 
media to come 15 minutes before the event begins 
to take care of any interviews.  

9 Be sure to tape record interviews (you can do 
this easily on an iPhone), and follow-up with any 
reporters to ensure that they will send you the 
story when it is finished. 

Good luck!

SENATE TARGETS

To whom should my ONE chapter direct its advocacy actions?

Your ONE chapter’s advocacy actions should focus on the U.S. Senators for your school’s state who have not yet 
co-sponsored the Energize Africa Act. Once Challenge 2 is active, ONE Campus staff will send all Campus Leaders 
an updated list of co-sponsors plus a list of all ONE Campus chapters and who they should target.

What if neither of my school’s U.S. Senators have co-sponsored?

If neither of your Senators have co-sponsored by the time Challenge 2 is active, you can split your advocacy efforts 
between both Senators. Again, the campus team will send all Campus Leaders a list of ONE Campus chapters and 
who they should target, so if it’s more strategic for your school to focus on one Senator over the other, we’ll indicate 
that in the list we send you.

What if both of my school’s Senators have already co-sponsored? 

If both of your school’s state’s Senators have co-sponsored the Energize Africa Act by the time Challenge 2 is 
active, the campus team will be in touch with alternate messaging so that you can be as effective as possible in 
your advocacy efforts.

mailto:Julie.Eckert@one.org
mailto:Julie.Eckert@one.org

